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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statements dated 02/24/2004, 12/27/2007 and 
01/16/2009 has been considered. 

Response to Amendment 

2 In the amendment filed 01/16/2009, the following has occurred: claims 1, 4-12, 
15, 18, 23-24 and 26 have been amended. Claims 28-29 have been added. 
Claims 1-24, 26 and 28-29 are pending and are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ganesan et al (PGPub 2002/0087468). 



5. 



As regards claims 1,12 and 23, Ganesan et al discloses a method comprising 
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• executing computer implemented instructions performed by one or more service 
provider processors for: [00081 

• receiving, at a payment service provider, a payment request for the payment 
service provider to pay a payee on behalf of a payor; [0007] 

• assembling, at the payment service provider, a plurality of risk reduction 
techniques available for fulfilling the received payment request based at least in 
part on information included in the received payment request;[001 1] 

• evaluating, at the payment service provider, each risk reduction technique of the 
plurality of risk reduction techniques available for fulfilling the received payment 
request based on at least one predetermined factor associated with each of the 
plurality of risk reduction techniques;[00751 

• selecting, at the payment service provider, one of the plurality of risk reduction 
techniques available for fulfilling the received payment request to be used when 
processing the payment request, wherein the selection is based at least in part 
on the evaluation of each risk reduction technique : and [0014] 



• processing, at the payment service provider, the payment request using the 
selected risk reduction technique, wherein processing the payment request 
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includes directing funds to the payee on behalf of the pavor.[00161 

6. As regards claims 2 and 1 3, Ganesan et al discloses wherein each of the 
plurality of risk reduction techniques reduces a risk of financial loss to the 
payment service provider in processing the payment request on behalf of the 
payor. [0019] 

7. As regards claims 3 and 14, Ganesan et al discloses wherein the plurality of risk 
reduction techniques includes at least one of i) determining, prior to directing 
funds to the payee in association with processing the payment request, that 
payor funds are available, ii) determining, prior to directing funds to the payee in 
association with processing the payment request, that an entity is available from 
which to collect funds if funds cannot be collected from the payor in association 
with processing the payment request, iii) determining whether payment to the 
payee will be drawn on a deposit account associated with the payor, or drawn on 
a deposit account associated with an entity other than the payor, and iv) directing 
funds to the payee a predetermined period of time subsequent to initiating an 
electronic debiting of a deposit account associated with the payor. [001 1] 

8. As regards claims 4 and 15, Ganesan et al discloses wherein the selected risk 
reduction technique is the determining that payor funds are available, and 
wherein executing computer- implemented instructions performed bv one or 
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more service provider processors further comprises executing computer- 
implemented instructions performed by one or more service provider processors 
for: [0008] 

• transmitting a debit authorization for an amount associated with the payment 
request to a financial institution at which at least one of a payor deposit account 
or a service provider deposit account is maintained, [0035] 

9. As regards claims 5 and 16, Ganesan et al discloses wherein the selected risk 
reduction technique is the determining that an entity is available from which to 
collect funds if funds cannot be collected from the payor in association with 
processing the payment request, and 

• wherein executing computer-implemented instructions performed by one or 
more service 

provider processors further comprises executing computer-implemented 
instructions performed 

by one or more service provider processors for :[00081 

• identifying the entity from which to collect funds; wherein the payment request is 
processed responsive to the identification of the entity; 

wherein the payment is drawn on a deposit account associated with the payment 
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service provider; and 

wherein the identified entity is one of the payee and a consumer service provider 
with which the payor is associated. [0011] 



10. As regards claims 6 and 17, Ganesan et al discloses wherein the selected risk 
reduction technique is the determining whether payment to the payee will be 
drawn on a deposit account associated with the payor, or drawn on a deposit 
account associated with an entity other than the payor, and wherein executing 
computer-implemented instructions performed by one or more service provider 
processors further comprises executing computer-implemented instructions 
performed by one or more service provider processors for : [0008] 

• determining at least one of i) if a monetary amount of the payment request is 
less than a predetermined first threshold, ii) if a total monetary amount of 
payments completed on behalf of the payor within a first predetermined time 
period is less than a predetermined second threshold, and iii) if a volume of 
payments completed on behalf of the payor within a second predetermined time 
period is less than a predetermined third threshold;[0024] 

• wherein, if it is determined that the monetary amount is less than the first 
threshold, that the total monetary amount is less than the second threshold, or 
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that the volume is less than the third threshold, processing the payment request 
includes issuing one of a check or an electronic funds transfer to the payee 
drawn on a deposit account associated with an entity other than the payor; 
and[0091] 

• wherein, if it is determined that the monetary amount is not less than the first 
threshold, that the total monetary amount is not less than the second threshold, 
or that the volume is not less than the third threshold, processing the payment 
request includes issuing a draft to the payee drawn on the payor deposit 
account. [0097] 

11. As regards claims 7 and 18, Ganesan et al discloses wherein the assembling of 
the plurality of risk reduction techniques is based upon at least one of i) the 
identity of the payor, ii) the identity of the payee, iii) the identity of a financial 
institution at which the payor maintains a deposit account, iv) the identity of a 
consumer service provider with which the payor is associated, v) a type of 
payment service offered by the payment service provider utilized by the payor, 
(vi) the identity of a financial institution at which the payor maintains a deposit 
account, (vii) the payment amount, or (viii) the identity of the payment service 
provider.r0020: 00241 
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12. As regards claims 8 and 19, Ganesan et al discloses wherein each of the 
plurality of risk reduction techniques is associated with a level of protection 
against financial loss to the payment service provider for processing a payment 
request, and wherein selecting one of the plurality of risk reduction techniques 
available for fulfilling the received payment request to be used when processing 
the payment request based at least in part on the evaluation of each risk 
reduction technique includes selecting the risk reduction technique that provides 
a highest level of protection against financial loss to the payment service provider 
among the plurality of risk reduction techniques available for fulfilling the received 
payment request.[001 1 ;0014;0075] 



1 3. As regards claims 9 and 20, Ganesan et al discloses wherein each of the 

plurality of risk reduction techniques is associated with a cost of processing a 
payment request, and wherein selecting one of the plurality of risk reduction 
techniques available for fulfilling the received payment request to be used when 
processing the payment request based at least in part on the evaluation of each 
risk reduction technique includes selecting the risk reduction technique that is 
associated with a least cost of processing the payment request among the 
plurality of risk reduction techniques for fulfilling the received payment 
request.[0010;0075] 
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14. As regards claims 1 0 and 21 , Ganesan et al discloses wherein each of the 
plurality of risk reduction techniques is associated with a time period for 
processing a payment request, and wherein selecting one of the plurality of risk 
reduction techniques available for fulfilling the received payment request to be 
used when processing the payment request based on at least in part on the 
evaluation of each risk reduction technique includes selecting the risk reduction 
technique that is associated with a shortest time period to complete payment to 
the payee among the plurality of risk reduction techniques for fulfilling the 
received payment request. [0075; 0097] 

1 5. As regards claims 1 1 and 22, Ganesan et al discloses wherein each of the 
plurality of risk reduction techniques is associated with a priority, and wherein 
selecting one of the plurality of risk reduction techniques available for fulfilling the 
received payment request to be used when processing the payment request 
based at least in part on the evaluation of each risk reduction technique includes 
selecting the risk reduction technique that is associated with the highest priority 
among the plurality of risk reduction techniques for fulfilling the received payment 
request.[0075;00080] 

16. As regards claims 24 and 26, Ganesan et al discloses wherein executing 
computer-implemented instructions performed bv one or more service provider 
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processors further comprises executing computer-implemented instructions 
performed by one or more service provider processors for : [0008] 

• receiving, responsive to transmitting the debit authorization, one of (i) 

confirmation that the payor deposit account has been successfully debited or (ii) 
confirmation that the service provider account has been successfully credited. 
[0035] 

17. As regards claims 28 and 29, Ganesan et al discloses wherein the at least one 
predetermined factor associated with each of the plurality of risk reduction 
techniques is chosen based upon at least one of i) the identity of the payor, ii) the 
identity of the payment service provider, or iii) the identity of a consumer service 
provider with which the payor is associated. [0079] 

Response to Arguments 

18. Applicant's arguments filed 01/16/2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. It is the examiner understands that risk processing as applied by 
Ganesan [0076] serves the same function as does the risk reduction techniques 
applied by the applicant. 
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Ganesan discloses risk processing may be based upon both past and present 
transactions as well as the identity of the user directing the transaction and a 
relationship maintained by the registered user. The processing agent 130 is 
capable of performing multiple types of risk processing to determine if the 
payment request will be accepted for execution. [0080-0084] 
The claim 7 limitation states that the risk reduction techniques is based upon at 
least one of i) the identity of the payor, ii) the identity of the payee, iii) the identity 
of a financial institution at which the payor maintains a deposit account, iv) the 
identity of a consumer service provider with which the payor is associated, and v) 
a type of payment service offered by the payment service provider utilized by the 
payor, (vi) the identity of a financial institution at which the payor maintains a 
deposit account, (vii) the payment amount, or (viii) the identity of the payment 
service provider. 

Ganesan further discloses the processing agent 130 may also perform risk 
analysis based upon relationships a registered user maintains. [0075] The 
relationship is interpreted to be referring to consumer service provider payment 
service provider and financial institution at which the payor maintains a deposit 
account. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHN A. ANDERSON whose telephone number 
is (571)270-3327. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday 8:00 to 5:00 Pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Dixon can be reached on 571-272-6803. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/John A Anderson/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3696 
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Examiner 
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